The Sacred Ledger

Redefining the 8" Commandment: From a Prohibition
on Theft to a Framework for Divine Provision

based on the teachings of
Pastor Wallin O'Connor

An Exegetical and Practical Study 4 ﬂ‘@ﬁ \
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The Post-Egyp

The Disease
of Egypt

400 years of having
humanity and property
stripped away.

A culture where nothing
belonged to the laborer.

The 8t Commandment is a
built-in protection against
mistreating others—a
reminder not to treat others
others the way you were

treated in Egypt.

Paradigm Shift

Th_e Cure
of Sinai

God reintroduces a
framework of personal
agency and ownership.

Establishing a vital new
societal rule: "What's
yours is yours, and what's
mine is mine.”



The Etymology
Matrix: Ganav

| i
f L

The Hebrew word Ganav (pronounced with a ‘v’) translates literally
to “thief,” but its implications govern all forms of unjust acquisition.

PRI oo it —
Property Theft Deception Human Theift
To steal, carry away, or To acquire deceptively, to get To kidnap, traffic, or strip
secretly bring. by stealth, or to defraud another person of their
someone of their rightful wages. autonomy.
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The Ultimate Theft: Stealing God’s Workmanship

Exodus 21:16 dictates
strict judgment for
kidnapping and selling
a human being.

In order to justify
slavery, a society must
first agree that a human
being is property.




The Principle of Borrowed Possessions

Physical Trust

Based on Exodus 22:7. If you are entrusted with a neighbor’s
property (e.g., a prized East Indian mango tree), you are
responsible for it as if it were your own. Negligence is equated
to theft.

Spiritual Trust

Parents, grandparents, and the church family must realize that
children are only ‘borrowed possessions’ from God. We cannot
allow the enemy to sneak in, snatch them, and destroy them.

Stewardship is the active defense against thetft.
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The Root Cause Matrix (1 Timothy 6:10)

Money / Accumulating Wealth The Love of Money

Nature: A neutral tool.

Biblical Stance: Acceptable. God is
not against striving to better yourself,
becoming a CEQ, or earning a high
salary.

Result: Can be used to provide, build,
and bless others.

Nature: An idol and a gateway drug.

Biblical Stance: The root of all kinds of
evil.

Result: Leads to exploitation, canceling
employee benefits for executive
bonuses, international resource wars,
and stepping on others to get ahead.
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The Zacchaeus Model:
Restoring the Ledger

Admit the theft. "Let

Acknowledge )

him who stole steal no
longer” (Eph. 4:28)

4

ledger. Zacchaeus could Put energy into honest

 give up his wealth . N bl
' hecal.:lsp he knew God's Re l)e n la I]c e 1 w;ﬁ{ﬁﬁ ':r?tLh'r:Tsl :_.aah::;:s -

A provision was greater :

& than his theft. e

I Rely on God to refill the ) Tl-llc

Step 3:
Restore

Go beyond simple
W apologies. Zacchaeus offered
four-fold restitution, willingly
. draining his accounts to

% make victims whole.
" (Luke 19:8)
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1€ Ledger: How Do We Rob God?

;0d? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way
You?’ In tithes and offerings.” (Malachi 3:8)

=i|

Teruma (The Offering)

e Definition: A present, a
sacrifice, or a tribute.

e Nature: A freewill gift given
not from what is left over, but
given out of recognition of
who God is.
=i




The Synthesis: Why Do We Steal?

We steal—whether from our employer, our neighbor, or our
God—because we operate from a mindset of scarcity. We steal
when we believe there is not enough, and that God will not provide.

The ultimate antidote to the 8th
Commandment is radical trust in God.

When you prioritize the Kingdom (“Seek ye first..."), God may not
make you a millionaire, but your bread and water will be sure.
Trust removes the panic that causes theft.
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Limited Resources | Obedience & Faith Abundant Provision
(The Reality) (The Catalyst) (The Miracle)
1small pot of rice + A mother’s prayer, rejecting 8 people fed and satisfied
2 tins of sardines. greed, and returning tithes (including two future pastors).
to the storehouse. :

)

“Test me in this... and see if | will not open the windows of heaven.”
God confounds the economy of man when we trust Him.
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The Triad of Stewardship

True obedience to the 8" Commandment means actively
stewaarding the three assets God has entrusted to us.

(D

TIME TREASURE TALENTS
Redeeming the days Managing the power Tending the garden
in an evil world. God gives to acquire and protecting the

wealth. household of faith.
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Stewardship of Time (Psalm 90:12)

The Scarcity Mindset

“Living as though days are numbered.”
Characteristics: Doom, gloom, panic, and a rocky road.

Result: Leads to rushing, greed, and taking what isn't
yours because time is running out.

The Stewardship Mindset

“Numbering our days.”

Characteristics: Counting blessings. “This is the first day
God blessed me, the hundredth day, the thousandth day..."

Result: A circumspect life, redeeming the time because
the days are evil. (Ephesians 5:15-16)
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Stewardship of Treasure (Deut. 8:17-18)

¥

The Illusion of Self : The Reality of Grace
"My power and the might 1l "It is He who gives you

of my hand have gained \ power to get wealth."
me this wealth." God cares not about our
_ education or skills; every
Vulnerable to moth, rust, blessing is a gift from
and thieves. Him.

Stored in heaven, secure
from theft.

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. You cannot serve God and Mammon (Money).
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Stewardship of Talents (Galatians 6:9-10)

Core Concept: God placed man in the
. garden to “tend and keep it.” Our talents are
meant to cultivate our environment.

The Rule of the Family: “Let us do good to
all, especially to those of the household of
faith.” We cannot treat strangers better than
our own family.

The Metaphor

Just like a father telling his children: “Behave yourself. You carry my name. You leave together,
and you come back together.” When the enemy attacks a brother or sister, we do not
abandon them; we band together in prayer and protect the family name of Christ.
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The Ultimate Choice

Will you rob God of
the opportunityto
bless you abundantly? |

The 8th Commandment is not just about keeping your hands out of your
neighbor's pockets. It is an invitation to stop fighting for scraps in a broken
economy, and start trusting implicitly in the unlimited ledger of God.

“Life is rough, but God is tough. Put your trust in Him today.”
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